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A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

Claims 1-4, 8-12 and 17-19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102, b , as being 
anticipated by Widlar (U.S. Pat. No. 4,249,122). 

output vottage and method therefor comprising aii the claimed subject matter 
such as a stacked bandgap cei, (Fig. 3), first and second transistors (i e 53 54 
<n Fig. 4,, in which the firs, transistor is biased with a firs, curren, ,3 and ,he 

coe ffi oien,beingdi ff eren, fr om,ha,o„hefirs,ourren,(co,.5,,ine45-co, 6 iina 
50, and aiso absttac, and a gain ampiifier 22 (Fig. 5, ooupied ,o ,he firs, and 
second transistors. 
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the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claim 20 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Widlar. 
With regard to claims 20, Widlar shows a bandgap cell for producing a first order 
and a second order temperature compensated reference output voltage and 
method therefor comprising all the claimed subject matter as discussed above, 
except for the value of the half of the full scale reference voltage being within the 
range of 2.3 to 2. 7 V. It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in 
the art at the time the invention was made to select such a range of the half of 
the full scale reference voltage, since it has been held that where the general 
conditions of a claim are disclosed in the prior art, discovering the optimum or 
workable range involves only routine skill in the art. In re Aller, 105 USPQ 233. 

4. Claims 5-7 and 1 3-16 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base 
claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the 
limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

None of prior art of record taken alone or in combination shows the first current 
and the second current being equal to a temperature-independent current plus 
and minus, respectively, a temperature-dependent current. 

5. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 
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Capici (U.S. Pat. No. 6,118,264), Smith et al. (U.S. Pat. No. 6,232,828) and 
Guenot et al. (U.S. Pat. No. 6,529,066) also disclose bandgap reference voltage circuits 
each of which comprises substantial elements as recited in the claims of the application. 

6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Matthew V. Nguyen whose telephone number is (703) 
305-3415. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the Group receptionist whose telephone number is 
(703) 308-1782. 
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